Magic provides an ecologically valid means of examining inattentional blindness (IB). Kuhn & colleagues (2005; 2008; 2010) developed a unique magic trick for use in IB experimentation wherein a cigarette and lighter disappear.
IB vs. Attentional Misdirection
We adapted an illusion from Regal (1999) for use in IB experimentation. A coin placed beneath a napkin disappears from its location and reappears beneath a second napkin. The method behind the illusion happens in full view, but is often missed due to social cues and attentional workload.
Method:
Three between-subject experimental conditions: Participants were queried on the location of the coin after each trial to gauge blindness, with follow-up questions after the free-viewing trial.
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Rates of IB differed significantly between conditions.
 In its pure form (C1), the illusion produces rates of IB similar to those of Kuhn et al. (2008) and Simons & Chabris (1999) .
 Reduction of IB rate in C2 runs counter to predictions from magic theory.
Results: IB Rates
In a replication of Kuhn et al. (2008) , IB could not be predicted by fixations during the critical period.
 At midpoint of critical period, fixation distances did not differ between IB and not-IB participants .
All reliable predictors occurred after the critical period.
 Across conditions, not-IB participants fixated the endpoint of the coin movement earlier than IB participants (p = .001).  Same was true for C2 comparison of Control to Experimental trials (p = .008).
 Participants could be differentiated based on first two post-move fixations, but not the third.
Results: IB Predictors
Condition 1 
